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The BioFabUSA program is a public-private partnership between the Department of Defense (DoD) 
and the Advanced Regenerative Manufacturing Institute (ARMI), a member driven non-profit 
organization, whose mission is to make practical the large-scale manufacturing of engineered tissues 
and tissue-related technologies, to benefit existing industries and grow new ones.  This mission is 
supported by $80,000,000 in federal funding that has been leveraged to secure additional financial 
commitments from ARMI BioFabUSA members, including industrial, academic and non-profit 
organizations and institutions.  This government investment aligns with two of its goals, the first being 
investment in next generation manufacturing industries as part of the ManufacturingUSA program and 
the second being the shift in focus of DoD tissue engineering and regenerative medicine (TERM) 
investments from research and development (as demonstrated by the AFIRM I and AFIRM II programs) 
toward translation and commercialization. 

The BioFabUSA program is designed to attract and develop an ecosystem of both large and small 
industrial/commercial institutions.  Given the nascent stage of the regenerative manufacturing industry, 
this includes TERM startup companies as well as larger firms that see this as an attractive opportunity. 
Among current educational and medical non-profit institutions, this includes organizations whose areas 
of research or practice include TERM or TERM related technologies. This includes organizations whose 
missions align with the prospect of developing TERM therapies towards curing certain diseases (e.g., 
diabetes, renal failure and limb loss) by developing a new advanced tissue manufacturing industry (e.g., 
engineering/scientific societies and standards development organizations). 

This ecosystem advances ARMI’s mission not by focusing on the development of any particular TERM 
product, but rather by focusing on developing and enabling the technologies, predecessor products, 
standards, regulatory-consistent development practices and strategies, appropriately trained workforce 
and commercial ecosystem necessary for large scale manufacture of engineered tissues.  This focus 
takes shape through efforts in four interrelated areas: (i) traditional trade association activities; (ii) 
technical projects; (iii) standards development and regulatory pathways and (iv) workforce readiness 
projects. 

As with any membership organization, there are associated benefits and investments. The level of 
benefits varies and often correspond to the level of investment, financially and, more importantly, 
personally. Specifically, member benefits include: governance roles (which help in the selection of 
projects for funding and strategic direction), technical project participation, access to intellectual 
property, access to meetings and events, access to services and shared resources, access to 
workforce development resources, marketing and publicity support and access to BioFabUSA 
proprietary information. 


